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Key Reflection Points after the UMC Next gathering: 

• We need to engage multiple strategies in moving forward, because so much is still evolving and 
changing, but we are united in our destination: an inclusive and more just church.  

• Some strategies will overlap and build upon each other. Stay and resist through General Conference 
2020, while also pursuing the logistics for dissolution, and begin the work of visioning and forming a 
new Methodism.   

• Resistance looks different in different places – while I may be able to resist by performing a same-sex 
wedding here in MN, in other settings resistance may look like a Sunday School class joining RMN.  

• UM Forward leadership helped move the UMC Next gathering to a greater orientation of this 
movement being about justice and liberation for all people, and showed us how to model inclusion in 
our work together (some examples - using pronouns for introductions, how to center marginalized 
voices, and reminders to consider the privilege you bring into any setting) 

• This movement must be rooted in the work of justice, liberation for all, and reconciliation in the face of 
the many forms of oppression that have harmed the people of God, hindered the church, and 
obstructed the movement of the Holy Spirit for too long.  

• While for many of us we feel like there is no way we can stay, there are others who feel there is no way 
they can leave – even if they would want to.  My empathy especially grew for those clergy and 
churches who may be the only inclusive person/congregation in their area or one of few in their 
conference. Some LGBTQ people in conservative area may be stranded or lose their lifeline to hope 
and change.  

• There was widespread acknowledgement that for too long the burden of resisting has fallen too 
heavily on LGBTQ United Methodists and any forward movement requires a whole lot of people to 
speak up.  

• Some of our current language is not serving us way – incompatibilists and compatibilists, or 
conservatives, centrists and progressives.  

• No strategy will be uniformly embraced or applied.  
• We are not in a wait and see posture – this is the movement!  

 
4 Commitments from the UMC Next gathering to guide the movement going forward: 

• To be passionate followers of Jesus Christ, committed to a Wesleyan vision of Christianity. 
• To resist evil, injustice and oppression in all forms and toward all people and build a church which affirms the 

full participation of all ages, nations, races, classes, cultures, gender identities, sexual orientations and 
abilities. 

• To reject the Traditional Plan approved at General Conference 2019 as inconsistent with the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and resist its implementation. 

• To work to eliminate discriminatory language and the restrictions and penalties in the Book of Discipline 
regarding LGBTQ individuals.  

 


